26                       THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

Mercy hears the cry of the soul, and pleads for it for
Christ's sake.

When the Jews preferred Christ esyl and gall on the Good Friday,
God granted that remission,
Mercy and Absolution,
Through virtue of His passion.
To no man should be said "nay."

Justice argues against Mercy with much skill and
with strict logic. She admits the force of her sister's
argument, but the evidence of evil-doing is beyond
dispute, a death-bed repentance is a worthless thing,
and offers no guarantee of a good life, and Mankind
has not sought Mercy in life.

Sister, ye saith with good skill

That Mercy passeth man's misdeeds,

But take Mercy whoso will,

He must ask with love and dread ;

And every man that will fulfil

The deadly sins and follow misdeeds,

Then let him lie in Hell and stink,

As he hath brewed let him drink,
The Devil shall quit him his meed.

Truth and Justice demand Mankind's damnation., but
Mercy and Pity plead for his forgiveness. It could
not have been God's ordinance, they argue, that Man-
kind should suffer for ever. Some factor is in the
problem which is not of God. God hears the argu-
ment, and5 much after the manner of a modern judge,
takes time to consider. It is not His wish, He says,
to condemn Mankind to perpetual torment, and if He
can find cause for mercy He will. He does. . The
Sins are the false element not of His creation, but His